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Highlights from the Press – Fritz Haag 2020

Fritz  Haag Riesling Trocken 2020
[92] JamesSuckling 
Such a bright nose of ripe apple and pear, plus notes of honeysuckle 
and vanilla bean make this dry estate Riesling very appealing. So crisp 
and vibrant, this sleek and precise wine has a lot of charm. Drink 
now. September 2021

[89+] View From the Cellar Reviews By John Gilman 
A lovely entry level wine this year. The wine offers up a lovely nose in  
its blend of lime, tart orange, gentle botanicals, slate and smoky top 
note. On the palate the wine is vibrant, fullish and complex, with fine  
focus and balance, a good core, lovely soil undertow, bouncy acids and  
a long, really quite classy finish. Fine juice for its leve. March 2022/Issue #97

[89] Wine Spectator 
Offers aromas of peach, lilac, slate and white pepper that diminish 
on the palate, with a lime note serving as the main theme. Dry and 
balanced, with a mouthwatering citrus finish. October 2022

[88] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers a very subtle and floral nose of white peach, anise, herbs, 
greengage, almond, and spices. The wine proves linear and driven by 
zesty acidity on the light and airy palate. It proves long and lightly 
tart on the herbal and spice-driven finish. It will need at least a year 
to integrate a touch of tartness in the aftertaste and fully reveal its 
finesse. 2022-2028. September 2021

 Fritz Haag Brauneberger Riesling Trocken “J” 2020
[93] JamesSuckling
Ripe and refreshing with a lovely combination of juicy stone-fruit 
aromas and mineral freshness, this is an excellent introduction to the 
dry wines form Brauneberg. Long, elegant and dry finish with tons 
of wet stone. Just a hint of yeasty character from surlie maturation. 
Drink or hold. September 2021

[92] View From the Cellar Reviews By John Gilman 
The bouquet is excellent this year, wafting from the glass in a mix  
of tart pear, lime peel, a touch of tangerine, a superb base of slate 
minerality, smoky tones, cress and dried flowers. On the palate the 
wine is bright, full-bodied, focused and a serious step up in complexity  
from the Estate Trocken, with a good core, excellent balance, a fine 
girdle of acidity and a long, focused and very classy finish. This is fine, 
fine juice. . March 2022/Issue #97

[90] Mosel Fine Wines 
Subtle scents reduction quickly give way to riper yet refined notes 
of pear, yellow peach, almond cream, dried flowers, and bergamot. 
The wine is beautifully playful on the palate where fruity and creamy 
elements are nicely wrapped into a kick of ripe and zesty acidity. A 
touch of tartness and some ground spices still need to integrate in the 
finish. This dry Riesling will be great with food in a few years’ time. 
2023-2030. September 2021

Continues

Mosel Fine Wines Reviewed by Jean Fisch and David Rayer 
“The Estate produced a hugely convincing collection in 2020 which shines through its highlights in all stylistic directions. The off-dry wines are 
beautifully playful and the fruity-styled wines subtly creamy yet wrapped into the great sense of lightness that has made the success of the Estate  
over the years. The sweet wines are, dare we write as usual, among the finest that the region can offer.” September 2021

JamesSuckling 
“Read even a small selection of the 1,593 tasting notes accompanying this year’s Germany report and you might wonder what’s going on. The majority 
of the 2020 dry whites that dominated my tastings rated just a point or two lower than the 2019 vintage of the same wine. Nearly all of them have 
classic balance and are attractive for current drinking: another good vintage!” September 2021
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Fritz Haag Riesling (feinherb) 2020
[91] JamesSuckling
An excellent starting point with Mosel Riesling, this medium-bodied 
wine is dry enough for the dining table. So crisp and refreshing, with 
plenty of white-fruit aromas and lemony acidity. Drink now.  
September 2021

[89+] View From the Cellar Reviews By John Gilman 
Offers up a lovely nose of pear, lime, violets, botanicals, slate and citrus  
peel. On the palate the wine is bright, full-bodied and complex, with 
very good acids and grip, a lovely core and good mineral tug on the 
backend of the long finish. It is a fairly drier styled vintage of this 
bottling, as those acids tend to eat up the perception of residual 
sweetness on the palate! A lovely bottle. March 2022/Issue #97

[88] Wine Spectator 
A succulent wine, with juicy nectarine and lychee driven by lemony 
acidity and underscored by slate. October 2022

[88] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers an attractive and subtly ripe nose of pear, yellow peach, apple, 
mint, and almond. The wine is delicately smooth and fruity with  
already well integrated sweetness on the palate and leaves a refreshing  
and clean feel in the long and fruity finish. This off-dry wine is very 
well made in a clean and light style. 2023-2030. September 2021

Fritz Haag Brauneberger Juffer Riesling GG 2020
[95] JamesSuckling 
The Mosel equivalent to Corton-Charlemagne in Burgundy. This is 
so focused and has so much primal energy. Very firm core of minerals, 
fine tannins and citrus-zest character on the medium body, which also  
power the very long, crisp finish that’s rather bold. Drink or hold. 
September 2021

[93+] View From the Cellar Reviews By John Gilman 
Delivers a simply superb aromatic constellation of pink grapefruit, 
tart orange, lime peel, a beautiful bae of almost salty soil, cress, elder 
flowers and just a touch of incipient smokiness. On the palate the 
wine is elegant, young and full-bodied, with excellent mid-palate 
depth and mineral drive, lovely acids and grip and a long, complex 
and beautifully balanced finish. This is going to be a superb wine, but 
give it some time in the cellar to allow its secondary layers to emerge. 
March 2022/Issue #97

[92] Mosel Fine Wines 
A refined and beautifully restrained nose of bergamot, anise, white 
flowers, minty herbs, and pear. The wine is elegant and rather 
light-weighted on the juicy and almost suave palate. This makes for 
a dry rather than bone-dry feel, even if the finish shows good focus 
and freshness as herbal and zesty elements show up. The aftertaste is 
superbly clean, spicy, and dry-tasting. This light and elegant version 
of dry Riesling will be superb in a few years. 2025-2035. November 2021
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Fritz Haag Brauneberger Juffer Sonnenuhr  
Riesling GG 2020

[96] JamesSuckling
In spite of the very solid base of tannins and minerals, plus serious 
concentration, this remains so graceful and light-footed. Still very 
young and slightly yeasty from surlie aging. However, there are already  
so many delicate floral and herbal nuances, plus a hint of vanilla bean. 
Drinkable now, but best from 2022. September 2021

[94] View From the Cellar Reviews By John Gilman 
Shows of the inherent elegance of the vintage to great success, with 
the nose wafting from the glass in a refined mix of tart orange, fresh 
lime, smoke, a gorgeous base of grey slate, a beautiful array of the 
vineyard’s botanicals that hint at cress, fern and mint, and just a 
suggestion of citrus blossoms in the upper register. On the palate the 
wine is pure, full, focused and tightly-knit out of the blocks, with a 
rock solid core, great slate undertow, zesty acids and laser-like focus 
on the long, nascently complex and seamlessly balanced finish. This  
will take longer than the Juffer GG this year to blossom, but it is going  
to be a beautiful wine once it is ready to drink. March 2022/Issue #97

[93] Mosel Fine Wines 
A complex and multi-layered nose of cassis, greengage, candied 
grapefruit, orange blossom, and vineyard peach. The wine process 
beautifully creamy but also superbly spicy and minty on the palate 
and leaves a nice sense of lightness and energy in the focused finish. 
The aftertaste is all about the fine spices and smoke. This very subtle 
and filigreed expression of dry Riesling is a huge success. 2024-2040. 
September 2021

Fritz Haag Brauneberger Riesling Tradition  
(feinherb) 2020

[92] JamesSuckling
An elegant, sleek and silky dry Mosel with such charming floral, 
herbal and white-fruit aromas. For those sensitive to sweetness this 
will seem medium-dry, but for many wine drinkers this will be dry 
enough. Drink or hold. September 2021

[91] View From the Cellar Reviews By John Gilman 
Seems quite dry on the palate. The wine delivers a fine constellation 
of lime, pear, fresh mint, cress, a lovely base of slate, just a hint of 
bee pollen and a delicately smoky top note. On the palate the wine is 
vibrant, fullish and still fairly tightly-knit, with good depth, excellent 
mineral signature, snappy acids and superb length and grip on the 
long and promising finish. This will need bottle age to blossom, but it 
is a very fine bottle. March 2022/Issue #97

[90] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers a superbly refreshing and complex nose of lemon, grapefruit, 
herbs, yellow peach, pear, and bergamot. The wine develops some 
creamy and ripe fruity presence on the palate where the sweetness is 
nicely wrapped into almond cream. The finish already hints at beauty 
to come even if the mineral side is only slightly noticeable at this stage  
in the aftertaste. This off-dry wine will benefit from a few years of 
cellaring in order to reveal its inner balance. 2025-2035. September 2021

[88] Wine Spectator 
This charming white is marked by diffused flavors of peach, lime, 
elderflower and mineral. Tails off on the finish, but remains an idea 
summer quaff. October 2022
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Fritz Haag Juffer Riesling (feinherb) 2020
[95] JamesSuckling 
This tastes like an excellent GG, but with medium-dry balance. 
Excellent concentration and structure. Subtle ripe-peach and pear 
fruit, plus a ton of wet-stone character at the long, firm finish. Drink 
or hold. September 2021

[92+] View From the Cellar Reviews By John Gilman 
The bouquet here is deep and complex, wafting from the glass in a mix  
of tart orange, fresh lime, a touch of pear, lovely botanicals, a superb 
undertow of slate and a top note of dried flowers. On the palate the  
wine is pure, full-bodied and zesty, with a good core, excellent mineral  
drive and grip, very good acids and a long, really quite dry finish. I have  
to imagine that the acidity here is over eight grams per liter, as the 
sensation of residual sweetness there is not particularly strong and is 
eaten up by the lovely acids. March 2022/Issue #97

[92] Mosel Fine Wines 
An off-dry wine (with 12 g/l of residual sugar) with a superbly smoky 
and fresh nose of grapefruit, lemon, almond, herbs, spices, and 
vineyard peach. The wine proves beautifully light and playful on the 
palate and leaves a superb zesty and linear spicy feel in the hugely 
long and already almost dry-tasting finish. It now only needs a few 
years of patience to develop even more complexity, but the result will 
be worth it. 2024-2040. September 2021

[90] Wine Spectator 
This plump wine has nice density to the flavors of white peach and 
elderflower, balanced by acidic verve and notes of flinty mineral and 
fresh chive, lengthening out the finish. October 2022

Fritz Haag Brauneberger Juffer Riesling Kabinett 2020
[93] JamesSuckling 
Effusive white-peach, honeysuckle and vanilla-bean aromas pour from  
the glass of this Kabinett. A very juicy wine with wonderful lightness 
and mineral freshness. An ideal partner for conversation. Drink or 
hold. September 2021

[92] Wine Spectator 
A vivid, invigorating white, this reveals peach, apricot, lime and 
slate aromas and flavors. Fleshy, with the rich texture offsetting the 
crunchy acidity. Fine length. October 2022

[92] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers a beautiful nose of anise, bergamot, grapefruit, herbs, and 
mint. The wine proves delicately juicy and fruity on the palate and 
leaves a smooth yet intense feel in the fully dry-tasting finish. It will 
however need a few years to fully integrate all its elements on the 
palate and reveal its potential. 2025-2035. September 2021

[16.5+] Jancis Robinson 
Reticent but intriguing nose. Really edgy and well-sculpted fruit and 
mountain-stream freshness. Precise and super-appetizing. Off-dry 
impression. Drink 2022-2028. August 2021
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Fritz Haag Brauneberger Juffer Riesling Spätlese 2020
[94] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers a gorgeous and beautifully attractive nose of candied grapefruit,  
orange, fine apricot, almond cream, bergamot, smoke, Conference 
pear, and herbs, as well as a fine bakery touch from its spontaneous 
fermentation. The wine is still on the richer side of life at this early 
stage but already shows great balance and finesse in the smooth yet 
very animating and filigreed finish. The aftertaste is very precise, 
sappy, and hugely long. This is a great Spätlese in the making! 2030-
2050. September 2021

[94] View From the Cellar Reviews By John Gilman 
An absolutely classical and filigreed example of this Prädikat level, 
soaring from the glass in a combination of white cherry, pear, cress, 
mint, slate, bee pollen, violets and lilacs. On the palate the wine is 
bright, pure, medium-full and flat out delicious, with beautiful acidity 
and mineral foundation, zesty acids and great focus and grip on the 
complex finish. This is certainly drinkable today but there is much 
more here below the surface that will arise if given some bottle age! 
Great juice. March 2022/Issue #97

[93] JamesSuckling 
Very attractive, juicy wine with so much ripe melon, plus hints of 
lemon zest and pie crust. Long and elegant with beautifully integrated  
natural-grape sweetness. Drink or hold. September 2021

Fritz Haag Brauneberger Juffer Sonnenuhr  
Riesling Spätlese 2020

[94+] View From the Cellar Reviews By John Gilman 
Offering up scents of apple, pear, fresh lime, bee pollen, complex, 
salty slate undertow, white lilies, iris blossoms and violets. On the  
palate the wine is even more delicately strung than the Juffer Spätlese,  
with its medium-full format transparent, filigreed and complex. The 
acids are bright, zesty and give great backend lift and grip on the very 
long and complex finish. Sheer beauty. March 2022/Issue #97

[94] JamesSuckling 
Very youthful and expressive, with so much mandarin, white peach, 
nectarine and honeysuckle, this is a beautiful Spätlese, in which the  
succulent sweetness is beautifully balanced by the lively, lemony acidity.  
And beneath all this is a mineral core. Drink or hold. September 2021

[94] Mosel Fine Wines 
Offers a magnificent refreshing and complex nose of smoke, anise, 
white flowers, peach, and herbs. The wine develops great fruity and 
ripe presence on the palate driven by apricot, ripe peach, and even 
some exotic fruits, all wrapped into honeyed elements. The finish is 
delicately smooth and sweet. 2030-2060. September 2021

[16.5] Jancis Robinson 
Lightly dusty citrus aroma giving a mineral cast to the fruit. More 
obviously sweet than the other Spätlesen I have just tasted, giving a 
roundness in the mouth but also a more simple wine, for now at least. 
Lemon bonbon and yet still with a crisp aftertaste. Drink 2023-2032. 
August 2021
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Fritz Haag Brauneberger Juffer Riesling Auslese 2020
[96] JamesSuckling 
I love the delicate nose of gardenia, honeycomb and fresh herbs. A rich  
yet refined Mosel Riesling with exquisite elegancy at the very long 
finish with so much mineral freshness. Drink or hold. September 2021

[94] View From the Cellar Reviews By John Gilman 
The bouquet is beautiful, wafting from the glass in a blend of white 
cherry, pear, a hint of fresh pineapple, lilacs, apple, blossoms, a hint 
of mint and a lovely base of slate. On the palate the wine is bright, 
medium-full and beautifully balanced, with zesty acids, lovely focus 
and grip and a long, complex and vibrant finish. A beautiful Auslese. 
March 2022/Issue #97

[94] Mosel Fine Wines 
A beautifully aromatic nose of pineapple, citrus, coconut, vineyard 
peach, spices, smoke, pear, anise, and a hint of almond cream and 
exotic fruits. The wine proves delicately smooth, juicy, and honeyed 
on the superbly creamy and sweet tasting palate and leaves a great 
sense of complexity and richness in the refined and elegant finish. 
2030-2060. September 2021

Fritz Haag Brauneberger Juffer Sonnenuhr Riesling 
Auslese 2020

[96] JamesSuckling 
A super-filigree Mosel Auslese that impresses with fabulous delicacy 
and precision. So much vanilla-bean character, but also tropical-flower  
aromas. Beautifully integrated grape sweetness at the long, very refined  
finish. Drink or hold. September 2021

[95] Mosel Fine Wines 
Immediately captures one’s attention with its superbly fresh and  
animating nose of lemon, fresh pineapple, herbs, grapefruit, spices,  
floral elements, cassis, greengage, and vineyard peach. The wine reveals  
some creamy pear, yellow peach, and nuances of honeyed yellow fruit  
on the smooth and fruity palate but reveals a more filigreed, zesty, and  
hauntingly smooth but also smoky side in the finish. The aftertaste 
is magnificent persistent and full of energy. This outstanding and 
gorgeous Auslese needs at least a decade to integrate all its elements, 
but patience will be rewarded. 2030-2060. September 2021

[94+] View From the Cellar Reviews By John Gilman 
Refined on the nose. Offering up scents of lime, pear, tangerine, mint,  
iris blossoms, violets, bee pollen and plenty of citrus zest in the upper 
register. On the palate the wine is pure, medium-full and nascently 
complex, with a beautiful core, lovely mineral undertow, bright acids 
and laser-like focus on the long and seamlessly balanced finish. This 
too is a truly lovely bottle in the making. March 2022/Issue #97

[17] Jancis Robinson 
This smells deeper and more complex than the Spätlese, with a 
rather more marked mineral side to it, a touch more apricot too. But 
also more floral, i.e., much more multi-layered. Sweet, mouth-filling 
peach and lemon on the palate, silky-smooth and finely balanced. 
Mouth-watering, almost salty aftertaste. Drink 2023-2035. August 2021


